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SUBJECT: 18 PANCHAYAT MEMBERS CALL FOR FREE FRANCHISE 

1. ALTHOUGH WE HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO OBTAIN COPY, WE UNDERSTAND 
THAT 18 MEMBERS OF NATIONAL PANCHAYAT HAVE SUBMITTED MEMORANDUM 
TO CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM COMMISSION IN WHICH THEY ASK THAT 
UNIVERSAL ADULT SUFFRAGE BE INTRODUCED IN NEPAL. ADDITIONAL 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF SIGNATORIES ARE SAID TO INCLUDE CALL FOR 
MAKING COUNCIL OF MINISTERS -LOYAL TO KING BUT RESPONSIBLE TO 
PEOPLE," OPENING SESSIONS OF PANCHAYAT TO PEOPLE, AND 
ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES "IN REALITY, NOT THEORY" FOR PEOPLE 

OF NEPAL TO EXERCISE FUNDAMENTAL POLITICAL RIGHTS. 

2. COMMENT: EIGHTEEN SIGNATORIES, INCLUDING VICE CHAIRMAN 
NATIONAL PANCHAYAT DAMBAR BAHADUR BASNYAT, ARE PRIMARILY FROM 
KATHMANDU VALLEY REGION. THE CALL FOR UNIVERSAL FRANCHISE IS 
SOMEWHAT UNEXPECTED SINCE MOST POLITICIANS HERE, EVEN IF 
SUPPORTIVE OF IDEA, HAD COME TO BELIEVE IT TOO RADICAL AT 

THIS STAGE OF NASCENT REFORM AND THEREFORE UNACCEPTABLE 
TO PALACE. REACTION OF REFORM COMMISSION TO IDEAS IS UNKNOWN 
SINCE MEMBERS IN RECENT WEEKS HAVE BEEN OFF IN COUNTRYSIDE 
SOLICITING IDEAS OF LOCAL LEADERS. 
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